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Sunday 5th April

Visit to Croatian Boat Show (Split)

190 Exhibitors - 50% down on 2008
30,000 Visitors (estimate from organiser) around 40% down on 2008

We visited the Show on the last day and it was evident that it had been a quiet 
week for most exhibitors (some had already broken their stand down). The 
weather may have played a substantial part in this as it had rained solidly for 
the past week.

Sunseeker and Princess had good representation from local dealers, 
Spectator Solis for Sunseeker and Jadran Nautika for Princess. The 
Sunseeker stand held pride of place in the show.

The show was very much a motor boat show with only 15 or so sailboats on 
display.  The stands that surrounded the marina sold all sorts of goods 
including bikes, campervans, hot tubs and power tools, not too much general 
chandlery on display.

A ferry was used to house the engine section of the show; a whole car deck 
was devoted to engine manufactures. This seemed to work quite well but was 
a long way from the entrance.

The show seemed more like a regional show and a lot of exhibitors were very 
unhappy with the organisation from Profectus – the organisers are not willing 
to do deals and no trade tickets are issued – everyone has to pay.

The show has competition from the Zagreb Boat Show and the new Adriatic 
Boat Show run by NCP – this show has backing from the Croatian Chamber 
of Economy’s boat building association. Split show seen as the wrong time of 
year for boat sales as the season is underway.

Catering and Facilities were lacking, for the whole show there was only one 
restaurant. Cables and wires were not covered up creating large trip hazards 
and a mess all around the show.

Showguide was large but mainly full of adverts. 
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Wednesday 8th April

Meeting with Boris Vukusic – President of the Croatian Chamber of 
Economy’s Boat Building Association 

The Croatian Boat Building industry is quite large and stems from Croatia’s 
large shipbuilding industry. There are 102 boatbuilders, 175 equipment 
suppliers and 65 designers. The Boat Building Association has 30 members 
and are working in conjunction with NCP to organise the Adriatic Boat Show. 

There are 5 boat show’s in Croatia which include Split (Croatian Boat Show), 
Zagreb, Sibenik (Adriatic Boat Show), Zadar and Dubrovnik. The two shows 
where most business is conducted are Zagreb and Sibenik. Boris 
recommended exhibiting at the Sibenik show.

Croatian boat builders are interested in setting up joint ventures with UK 
companies, especially for boat building where their expertise lie. 

General Comments 

Croatia is a diverse country that has a lot to offer. There are many areas of 
outstanding beauty in and around the Split region. Boating and tourism make 
up a lot of Croatia’s economy but has a relatively short season of April –
September. Marina builds are starting or being completed in the region but 
are held up by bureaucracy or financing issues. Tourism is worth in excess of 
€7 billion to the country and is ever growing, especially in recent times as 
people look for a cheap holiday.

Shipbuilding makes up a large chunk of Croatia’s manufacturing industry and 
is heavily subsidised by the government – as shipyards are slowly privatised, 
they are looking for more commercial opportunities, this could include the 
production of superyachts – take NCP as an example.
Other industries of note are fishing, wine, olive oil and material production (pig 
iron, steel etc)

Croatia’s economy is stable and the Kuna is relatively strong at the moment. 
The Croatian Banking Policy is quite conservative thanks to a mainly Austrian 
/ Italian banking policy and all six Croatian banks are owned by these 
countries.

Croatia plans to accede to the EU and is in the process of closing the 
chapters needed; they have closed 7 chapters so far and have a further 22 to 
contend with. The largest issues are land ownership and movement of goods 
a date of 2012 was cited by the UK ambassador David Blunt. 
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Photo’s

Croatian Boat Show

NCP’s Synchro lift




