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households showed higher ownership rates for power boat, rowing boat and personal watercraft
ownership; this is no longer the case in 2008. C1 ownership rates for personal watercraft in
particular have dropped dramatically from 0.39% in 2007 to 0.06% in 2008; this drop is
statistically significant as shown in Table 49.

Table 48 Penetration of boat ownership in UK households by SEG

% of households owning a boat

All UK

AB C1 C2DE[ households

Any boat 5.25% 2.74% 1.64% 2.68%
Small sailing boat 1.89% 0.83% 0.26% 0.75%
Sailing yacht 0.57% 0.36% 0.12% 0.28%
Power Boat 0.43% 0.23% 0.24% 0.28%
Motor boat 0.61% 0.30% 0.29% 0.36%
Canal boat 0.14% 0.10% 0.07% 0.09%
Canoe\Kayak 1.40% 0.83% 0.42% 0.73%
Rowing boat 0.41% 0.10% 0.06% 0.14%
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 0.39% 0.34% 0.05% 0.21%
Windsurfer 0.78% 0.29% 0.10% 0.29%
Personal watercraft 0.32% 0.06% 0.10% 0.13%
Base 2,192 3,218 7,227 12,637

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

All socio-economic groups have recorded drops in ownership for ‘any type of boat’; however the
drops in the AB and C2DE groups are not statistically significant. The C1 group has seen the
largest number of drops overall, 9 of the 10 boat types show lower ownership rates than in 2007,
2 of them statistically significant (rowing boat and personal watercraft). For the AB group there are
drops in 5 boat types and 4 for C2DE.

Table 49 shows the differences between 2007 and 2008. Significant changes are highlighted in
red

Table 49 Difference in Penetration of boat ownership in UK households by SEG 2008 vs. 2007

% of households owning a boat

All UK

AB C1 C2DE| households

Any boat -0.08% -0.63% 0.04% -0.149%
Small sailing boat 0.10% 0.16% -0.24% -0.05%
Sailing yacht -0.08% -0.10% 0.08% 0.00%
Power Boat 0.15% -0.13% 0.07% 0.03%
Motor boat -0.31% -0.23% 0.10% -0.07%
Canal hoat -0.08% -0.12% 0.03% -0.03%
Canoe\Kayak -0.08% -0.07% 0.06% 0.00%
Rowing boat 0.16% -0.18% -0.04% -0.04%
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 0.02% 0.09% -0.07% 0.00%
Windsurfer 0.12% -0.10% -0.01% 0.00%
Personal watercraft 0.20% -0.33% 0.01% -0.05%

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

The table below converts the proportions of households owning a boat in the UK by SEG into an
absolute number of households. The overall number of households in the different socio-economic
groups is an estimate based on the total number of households as given by the ONS and the
distribution of households by SEG as presented in the Marketing Pocket Book.
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Table 50 Number of UK households owning a boat by SEG

Number of households owning a boat

All UK

AB C1 C2DE| households

Any boat 338,531 198,151 183,252 667,946
Small sailing boat 121,764 60,292 28,625 187,225
Sailing yacht 36,908 25,851 13,425 69,844
Power Boat 27,969 16,948 27,390 69,494
Motor boat 39,402 21,699 32,944 89,350
Canal boat 8,791 6,901 8,290 23,102
Canoe\Kayak 90,161 59,623 47,040 182,949
Rowing hoat 26,545 7,027 6,324 34,630
RIBS\Inflatables or sportshoats 25,063 24,802 5,851 51,213
Windsurfer 50,496 20,833 11,139 72,543
Personal watercraft 20,369 4,626 11,375 33,090
All households 6,449,100 7,221,000 11,205,000 | 24,900,000
Base 2,192 3,218 7,227 12,637

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

Table 51 shows the proportion of households owning a boat by residence in ITV region. This does
not mean that the boats are actually kept in these regions, but is based on household residence
only. Of the mainland regions, the Wales/West/South West region has the highest ownership
rates, and London/ East / South East the second highest. This was also the case in 2007.
Northern Ireland has the highest ownership rates in all UK, up from rank three in 2007.

The Wales/West/South West region is the only region of the mainland areas that has seen an

increase in ownership. Increases are especially marked in the ownership of yachts, going against
the overall trend. However it must be borne in mind that sample sizes at this level are small.

Table 51 Penetration of boat ownership in UK households by residence in ITV Region

% of households owning a boat
Narth West/

London/ East/| Wales/ West/ North East/ Border/| Northern

South East South West Midlands Yorkshire Scotland Ireland

Any boat 2.8% 4.9% 2.0% 1.8% 2.5% 5.3%
Small sailing boat 0.9% 0.7% 0.5% 0.6% 0.7% 1.9%
Sailing yacht 0.3% 0.7% 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 0.0%
Power Boat 0.3% 0.5% 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 1.0%
Mator boat 0.3% 1.0% 0.5% 0.2% 0.1% 0.9%
Canal boat 0.1% 0.0% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Canoe\Kayak 0.7% 1.3% 0.6% 0.5% 0.8% 1.2%
Rowing boat 0.2% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.7%
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.6%
Windsurfer 0.3% 0.5% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.7%
Personal watercraft 0.2% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3%
Base 4,267 1,315 1,559 3,946 1,171 379

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

Table 52 shows an estimate of boat owning households in the different regions. The overall
number of households is an estimate based on the total number of households as given by the
ONS and the distribution of households across the regions as presented in the Marketing Pocket
Book. It shows that the largest number of households owning boats can be found in the
London/East/South East region, despite the decline in the proportion of households owning a boat
in this region; this is due to the very large number of households in the London/East/South East
region.
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Table 52 Number of UK households owning a boat by residence in ITV region

Number of households owning a boat
Narth West/
London/ East/| Wales/ West/ North East/ Border/ Northern
South East South West Midlands Yorkshire Scotland Ireland
Any boat 245,706 162,216 79,219 111,617 54,091 39,835
Small sailing boat 80,749 23,625 20,250 33,747 15,935 13,881
Sailing yacht 27,848 24,585 5,723 6,819 9,979 -
Power Boat 24,478 17,428 - 15,113 4,741 7,625
Mator boat 22,781 34,303 18,045 12,985 2,409 7,064
Canal boat 7,074 - 11,977 5,295 - -
Canoe\Kayak 62,343 42,304 25,245 32,036 18,534 9,081
Rowing boat 19,891 9,941 - - 1,943 5,190
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 19,417 8,216 11,644 7,488 2,192 4,702
Windsurfer 26,032 15,884 5,723 15,456 5,157 5,044
Personal watercraft 17,895 12,786 - 2,524 - 2,244
All househalds 8,710,450 3,292,372 | 3,905,366 | 6,050,846 2,194,915 | 746,052
Base 4,267 1,315 1,559 3,946 1,171 379

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

Boats owned in the UK and abroad

Respondents who said that their household owns a boat were asked how many boats they owned
(both in the UK and abroad). In 2007 the question was asked differently investigating how many
of the boats owned were in active use. The base sizes for this question are small for most
categories of boat, and therefore they are sensitive to small changes in the patterns of response
and should be taken as indicative only.

Table 53 shows that those households that are owning windsurfers own on average 1.47 of them

and households owning personal watercraft 1.19 per household. Canoes/Kayak shows the highest
numbers per household at an average of 1.6 per household.

Table 53 Average number of boats owned in boat owning UK households

Average number Average Average

of boats owned by number of number of

owning| boats keptin boats kept
households the UK abroad| Base
Any boat 1.24 1.15 0.08 278
Small sailing boat 1.18 1.09 0.09 60
Sailing yacht 1.00 0.90 0.10 33
Power Boat 1.06 0.99 0.07 31
Motor boat 1.12 1.05 0.07 40
Canal boat 1.00 1.00 - 13
Canoe\Kayak 1.60 1.50 0.08 82
Rowing hoat 1.10 1.10 - 15
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 1.00 0.86 0.14 23
Windsurfer 1.47 1.39 0.08 30
Personal watercraft 1.19 0.88 0.32 15

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008
Caution: low base size — indicative only

The vast majority of boats, 93%, are kept in the UK. Personal watercraft shows the highest
proportion of boats that are kept abroad with 26%. Rowing and canal boats are exclusively kept
in the UK.
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Table 54 Proportion of boats owned that are kept in the UK and abroad

% of boats kept in % of boats

the UK kept abroad Base
Anyboat 93% 7% 278
Small sailing boat 92% 8% 60
Sailing yacht 90% 10% 33
Power Boat 93% 7% 31
Motor boat 94% 6% 40
Canal boat 100% 0% 13
Canoe\Kayak 94% 5% 82
Rowing boat 100% 0% 15
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 86% 14% 23
Windsurfer 94% 6% 30
Personal watercraft 74% 26% 15

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008
Caution: low base size — indicative only

Number of boats owned overall

Using the estimated number of households owning each of the different types of boats and the
average number of boats owned, we can calculate an estimated number of boats owned by
households in the UK which are kept in the UK and the number of boats owned by UK households
which are kept abroad. The base sizes for this latter question are small therefore should be taken

as indicative only. The data is most robust at the number of household level as per table 45.

For example, based on our estimate that there are around 182,162 households in the UK owning a
canoe\kayak and the average number of canoe\kayaks owned in these households is 1.60 on
average, the total number of canoes/kayaks owned by UK households is 292,637. Of these,

274,708 are kept in the UK and only 15,322 are kept abroad.
Table 55 Number of boats owned in UK and abroad by UK households

Average

Average number  number of Average number Number of

of boats owned by boats kept in of boats kept  boat owning

households the UK abroad  households

All boats 1,016,685 940,755 73,323 667,946
Small sailing boat 221,594 204,856 16,738 187,225
Sailing yacht 69,844 62,744 7,100 69,844
Power Boat 73,966 68,967 4,999 69,494
Motor boat 99,713 93,773 5,940 89,350
Canal boat 23,102 23,102 - 23,102
Canoe\Kayak 292,637 274,708 15,322 182,949
Rowing boat 38,251 38,251 - 34,630
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 51,213 44,296 6,917 51,213
Windsurfer 106,851 100,971 5,880 72,543
Personal watercraft 39,515 29,088 10,427 33,090

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008
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Table 56 compares the number of boats owned in 2007 and 2008. Most boat types register a small
drop in average number of boats owned.

Table 56 Number of boats owned by UK households in 2008 and 2007

2008 2007
Average
Average number  Number of|number of boats Number of
of boats owned by boat owning owned by boat owning
households  households households  households
All boats 1,016,685 667,946 1,169,482 703,923
Small sailing boat 221,594 187,225 249,217 199,265
Sailing yacht 69,844 69,844 80,645 69,210
Power Boat 73,966 69,4%4 68,717 61,916
Motor boat 99,713 89,350 116,785 107,277
Canal boat 23,102 23,102 31,2%4 31,2%
Canoe\Kayak 292,637 182,949 310,606 182,162
Rowing boat 38,251 34,630 49,203 44,806
RIBS\Inflatables or sportsboats 51,213 51,213 61,040 51,176
Windsurfer 106,851 72,543 143,675 73,439
Personal watercraft 39,515 33,090 58,301 45,201

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

Table 57 is a summary of the total number of boats owned by UK households, grouped into
boating categories. In total, there are over just over 1 million boats owned by UK households and
¢. 940,000 are kept in the UK.

Table 57 Estimate of total number of boats owned by UK households®

Average

Average number| number of Average Number of

of boats owned by| boats kept in number of boats| boat owning

households the UK kept abroad households

All boats 1,016,685 940,755 73,323 667,946
Sailing Boats 398,289 368,571 29,718 247,585
Motor Boats 287,508 259,225 28,283 247,519
Manual Craft 330,888 312,959 15,322 209,099

Base: all respondents (12,637) Source: Watersports participation survey 2008

8 The sailing boats category comprises small sailing boats, sailing yachts and windsurfers. The manual category
includes rowing boats and canoes/kayaks. The motor boats category includes power boats, motor boats, RIBS,
canal boats and personal watercraft
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Points Of Contact

BMF (British Marine Federation) MCA (Maritime & Coastguard Agency)

Statistics & Market Research

Marine House

Thorpe Lea Road

Egham

Surrey

TW20 8BF

Tel: 01784 437 377

Email: research@britishmarine.co.uk
Website: www.britishmarine.co.uk

RNLI (Royal National
Lifeboat Institution)
West Quay Road

Poole

Dorset

BH15 1HZ

Tel: 0800 328 0600

Email: seasafety@rnli.org.uk
Website: www.rnli.org.uk

YBW.com

IPC Marine Media
The Blue Fin Building
110 Southwark Street
London

SE1 OsuU

Tel: +44 (0)20 3148 5000
Fax: +44 (0)20 3148 6439

YBW.com Editor

Daniel Foley

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3148 4920
E-mail: dan foley@ipcmedia.com

Advertisement Manager
Stuart Duncan
Tel: +44 (0) 20 3148 4922

E-mail: stuart duncan®@ipcmedia.com

Risk Analysis & Prevention Branch
Spring Place

105 Commercial Road
Southampton

Hampshire

S015 1EG

Tel: 023 803 29100

Email: infoline@mcga.gov.uk
Website: www.mcga.gov.uk

RYA (Royal Yachting Association)
Marketing Department

RYA House

Ensign Way

Hamble

Southampton

Hampshire

S031 4YA

Tel: 0845 345 0329

Email: marketing@rya.org.uk
Website: www.rya.org.uk






